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Rio del Oro
Development Project 

Rancho Cordova, CA

Rio del Oro
Development Project 

Rancho Cordova, CA
Joint EIR/EISJoint EIR/EIS

February 26, 2004February 26, 2004



Summary of Proposed Land UsesSummary of Proposed Land Uses

Land Use Acres

• Residential 1889

• Commercial/Industrial 447

• Open Space/Parks/Recreation/Public 402

• Lakes/Drainages/Wetlands 725

Total 3,463

Land Use Acres
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• Lakes/Drainages/Wetlands 725

Total 3,463



Proposed Land UsesProposed Land Uses

447Subtotal

36• Industrial Park

281• Industrial Office

26• Business Park

24• Mixed-Use

50• Shopping Center

30• Village Commercial

Commercial/Industrial

1,889 (11,614 units)Residential

AcresLand Use



Proposed Land Uses Cont’d Proposed Land Uses Cont’d 

49• Greenbelts

402Subtotal

50• Landscape Corridors

5• Public Use

51• Private Recreation

16• Open Space Preserve

60• Open Space

68• Neighborhood Park

103• Community Park

Open Space/Parks/Recreation/Public
AcresLand Use



Proposed Land Uses Cont’dProposed Land Uses Cont’d

725Subtotal

3,463Total

463• Wetland Mitigation Preserve

109• Stormwater Detention

122• Drainage Parkways

31• Lakes

Lakes/Drainages/Wetlands

AcresLand Use



Issues To Be Addressed In EIR/EIS
Potential Environmental Impacts Related To:

Issues To Be Addressed In EIR/EIS
Potential Environmental Impacts Related To:

• Geology, Mineral Resources, and Soils

• Drainage, Hydrology, and Water Quality

• Air Quality

• Noise

• Hazards & Hazardous Materials

• Biological Resources

• Land Use and Planning
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• Drainage, Hydrology, and Water Quality
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Issues To Be Addressed In EIR/EIS
Potential Environmental Impacts Cont’d:

Issues To Be Addressed In EIR/EIS
Potential Environmental Impacts Cont’d:

• Socioeconomics

• Traffic & Transportation

• Utilities and Service Systems

• Parks and Recreation

• Cultural Resources

• Paleontological Resources

• Public Health & Safety

• Socioeconomics

• Traffic & Transportation

• Utilities and Service Systems

• Parks and Recreation
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• Public Health & Safety



Issues To Be Addressed In EIR/EIS
Potential Environmental Impacts Cont’d:

Issues To Be Addressed In EIR/EIS
Potential Environmental Impacts Cont’d:

• Visual Resources

• Agricultural Resources

• Environmental Justice

• Population and Housing

• Visual Resources

• Agricultural Resources

• Environmental Justice

• Population and Housing



Additional Issues Considered In EIR/EISAdditional Issues Considered In EIR/EIS

• Potential Cumulative Effects

• Potential Growth-Inducing Effects

• Irreversible or Irretrievable Commitment of 
Resources

• Relationship between Short-Term uses of the 
Environment and Maintenance and 
Enhancement of Long-Term Productivity

• Unavoidable Adverse Environmental Effects

• Potential Cumulative Effects

• Potential Growth-Inducing Effects

• Irreversible or Irretrievable Commitment of 
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• Relationship between Short-Term uses of the 
Environment and Maintenance and 
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Primary Issues of Environmental ConcernPrimary Issues of Environmental Concern

• Traffic & Transportation – congestion around Sunrise, 
Whiterock and Douglas, along with U.S. Highway 50

• Biological Resources – wetlands and elderberry bushes

• Hazardous wastes – contaminated groundwater and soil 
under remediation

• Air quality – effects from new commuters (homes & 
businesses)

• Noise – impacts to new sensitive receptors (schools) and 
impacts on new housing from being in the flight path to 
Mather Field

• Traffic & Transportation – congestion around Sunrise, 
Whiterock and Douglas, along with U.S. Highway 50

• Biological Resources – wetlands and elderberry bushes

• Hazardous wastes – contaminated groundwater and soil 
under remediation

• Air quality – effects from new commuters (homes & 
businesses)

• Noise – impacts to new sensitive receptors (schools) and 
impacts on new housing from being in the flight path to 
Mather Field



Draft EIRDraft EIR

Notice of Completion/
Notice of Availability

Notice of Completion/
Notice of Availability

Response to Comments/Final EIRResponse to Comments/Final EIR

CertificationCertification

Project Decision-Findings, Overriding 
Considerations, Mitigation Monitoring
Project Decision-Findings, Overriding 
Considerations, Mitigation Monitoring

Notice of DeterminationNotice of Determination

Draft EISDraft EIS

EPA Filing/Federal Register NoticeEPA Filing/Federal Register Notice

Response to Comments/Final EISResponse to Comments/Final EIS

Project Decision –
Record of Decision

[Upon completion of Section 7
and Section 106 consultation]

Project Decision –
Record of Decision

[Upon completion of Section 7
and Section 106 consultation]

CEQA NEPA

Joint EIR/EIS Process
Approximate

Project Timeline

February 5, 2004

February 26, 2004

Winter 2004/2005

Winter 2004/2005

45 days from publication 
date, Spring 2005

6 months from close of 
comment period, Fall 2005

30 days, Fall 2005

~90 days, Spring 2006

Notice of PreparationNotice of Preparation

Public/Agency ScopingPublic/Agency Scoping

State Clearinghouse/Public ReviewState Clearinghouse/Public Review

EPA Filing/Federal Register 
Notice/Agency and Public Review

EPA Filing/Federal Register 
Notice/Agency and Public Review

Agency/Public ReviewAgency/Public Review

Notice of IntentNotice of Intent

Public/Agency ScopingPublic/Agency Scoping

Commenting Public/Agency ReviewCommenting Public/Agency Review

Indicates opportunity 
for Public Review
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EPA Filing/Federal Register 
Notice/Agency and Public Review

Agency/Public ReviewAgency/Public Review

Public/Agency ScopingPublic/Agency Scoping

Commenting Public/Agency ReviewCommenting Public/Agency Review
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Where we are in the CEQA/NEPA Process
CEQA NEPA Approximate

Project Timeline

February 5, 2004

February 26, 2004

Notice of PreparationNotice of Preparation

Public/Agency ScopingPublic/Agency Scoping

Notice of IntentNotice of Intent

Public/Agency ScopingPublic/Agency Scoping

Indicates opportunity 
for Public Review

Draft EIRDraft EIR

Notice of Completion/
Notice of Availability

Notice of Completion/
Notice of Availability

Response to Comments/Final EIRResponse to Comments/Final EIR

CertificationCertification

Project Decision-Findings, Overriding 
Considerations, Mitigation Monitoring
Project Decision-Findings, Overriding 
Considerations, Mitigation Monitoring

Notice of DeterminationNotice of Determination

Draft EISDraft EIS

EPA Filing/Federal Register NoticeEPA Filing/Federal Register Notice

Response to Comments/ Final EISResponse to Comments/ Final EIS

Project Decision –
Record of Decision

[Upon completion of Section 7
and Section 106 consultation]

Project Decision –
Record of Decision

[Upon completion of Section 7
and Section 106 consultation]

State Clearinghouse/Public ReviewState Clearinghouse/Public Review

EPA Filing/Federal Register 
Notice/Agency and Public Review

EPA Filing/Federal Register 
Notice/Agency and Public Review

Agency/Public ReviewAgency/Public Review

Winter 2004/2005

Winter 2004/2005

45 days from publication 
date, Spring 2005

6 months from close of 
comment period, Fall 2005

30 days, Fall 2005

~90 days, Spring 2006

Commenting Public/Agency ReviewCommenting Public/Agency Review



Thank youThank you



Federal agency determines whether a 
categorical exclusion applies

Federal agency determines whether a 
categorical exclusion applies YesYes Categorical Exclusion filedCategorical Exclusion filed

Federal agency determines whether NEPA 
applies to proposed action

Federal agency determines whether NEPA 
applies to proposed action

NEPA does not apply or 
project is exempt

NEPA does not apply or 
project is exempt No further NEPA actionNo further NEPA action

Federal agency prepares EAFederal agency prepares EA No significant impactNo significant impact FONSI preparedFONSI prepared

Federal agency evaluates project to determine if it has potential to 
"significantly" affect the quality of the human environment

Federal agency evaluates project to determine if it has potential to 
"significantly" affect the quality of the human environment

Publication of Notice of IntentPublication of Notice of Intent February 5, 2004

Federal agency prepares EISFederal agency prepares EIS Significant ImpactSignificant Impact Rio del Oro Development Project
Approximate Project Timeline

Prepare Draft EISPrepare Draft EIS ~ 1 year, March 2005

Conduct ScopingConduct Scoping February 26, 2004

Public Review Period including public hearing, if applicablePublic Review Period including public hearing, if applicable 45 days from publication date,
~ April 2005

Publish Notice of Availability of Draft EIS and file with EPAPublish Notice of Availability of Draft EIS and file with EPA March 2005

File final EIS with EPA and circulate for 30-day public and agency 
comments

File final EIS with EPA and circulate for 30-day public and agency 
comments

30 days, November 2005

Prepare final EIS including responses to comments on Draft EISPrepare final EIS including responses to comments on Draft EIS 6 months from close of comment 
period, ~ October 2005

Prepare ROD (Record of Decision) on the proposed action and make
available to the public

Prepare ROD (Record of Decision) on the proposed action and make
available to the public

~ 60 days, March 2006

Adoption of EIS by federal agencyAdoption of EIS by federal agency ~ 30 days, December 2005

Uncertain of significant affect
Has potential to 
significantly affect

NEPA Process Flow Chart



Public agency determines if
the project is exempt

Public agency determines if
the project is exempt

Public agency determines whether the activity 
is a “project”

Public agency determines whether the activity 
is a “project” CEQA

Process
Flow Chart

Determination of lead agency where more 
than one public agency is involved

Determination of lead agency where more 
than one public agency is involved

Lead agency prepares initial studyLead agency prepares initial study

Notice of 
exemption may 

be filed

Notice of 
exemption may 

be filed

Public agency evaluates project to determine 
if there is a possibility that the project may 

have a significant effect on the environment

Public agency evaluates project to determine 
if there is a possibility that the project may 

have a significant effect on the environment

Respond to Notice of Preparation as to 
contents of draft EIR

Respond to Notice of Preparation as to 
contents of draft EIR

Lead agency sends Notice of Preparation to 
responsible agency

Lead agency sends Notice of Preparation to 
responsible agency

Respond to informal consultationRespond to informal consultation

Lead agency decision to prepare EIR or 
Negative Declaration

Lead agency decision to prepare EIR or 
Negative Declaration

Decision-making body considers final EIR or 
Negative Declaration prepared by lead agency
Decision-making body considers final EIR or 

Negative Declaration prepared by lead agency

Lead agency files Notice of Completion and 
gives public notice of availability of draft EIR 
Lead agency files Notice of Completion and 

gives public notice of availability of draft EIR 
Comments on adequacy of draft EIR or 

Negative Declaration
Comments on adequacy of draft EIR or 

Negative Declaration

Lead agency prepares draft EIRLead agency prepares draft EIR

Consideration and approval of final EIR by 
decision-making body

Consideration and approval of final EIR by 
decision-making body

Findings on feasibility of reducing or avoiding 
significant environmental effects

Findings on feasibility of reducing or avoiding 
significant environmental effects

Lead agency prepares final EIR including 
responses to comments on draft EIR

Lead agency prepares final EIR including 
responses to comments on draft EIR

Lead agency gives public notice of availability 
of Negative Declaration

Lead agency gives public notice of availability 
of Negative Declaration

File Notice of 
Determination with 

County Clerk

File Notice of 
Determination with 

County Clerk

Decision on projectDecision on project

File Notice of 
Determination with 

Office of Planning & 
Research

File Notice of 
Determination with 

Office of Planning & 
Research

Findings on feasibility of reducing or avoiding 
significant environmental effects

Findings on feasibility of reducing or avoiding 
significant environmental effects

Consideration and approval of Negative 
Declaration by decision-making body

Consideration and approval of Negative 
Declaration by decision-making body

File Notice of 
Determination with 

County Clerk

File Notice of 
Determination with 

County Clerk

File Notice of 
Determination with 

Office of Planning & 
Research

File Notice of 
Determination with 

Office of Planning & 
Research

State Agencies Local Agencies State Agencies Local Agencies

Decision on projectDecision on project

Consultation

Consultation

Consultation

Public Review Period

EIR Negative Declaration

Responsible Agency

Lead Agency

Possible significant impact

Not exempt

Project

No further action 
required under 

CEQA

No further action 
required under 

CEQA

Project is ministerial
No possible significant effect
Statutory exemption
Categorical exemption

Not a project



Where we are
in the CEQA/NEPA Process:

Initiation of Public Scoping

Where we are
in the CEQA/NEPA Process:

Initiation of Public Scoping
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