
Architecture & Urban Design

protection constant strong theme

Urbsworks Form-Based Code Examples
North Mountain Neighborhood, Ashland, OR 
Draft Code for Azusa, CA
Prototype Catalogue for NorthWest Crossing, 
Bend, OR
Palo Alto Form-Based Code, CA
Infill Prototype Study for Code Modifications, 
Portland, OR
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a “form code” is simply a code based 
primarily on “form”—urban form , 
including the relationship of buildings to 
each other, to streets and to open 
spaces—rather than based primarily on 
land use.
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Graphic code for North Mountain Neighborhood, 
Ashland, Oregon
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Graphic code for Azusa, California 
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Transect and graphic code for NorthWest Crossing 
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City of Palo Alto
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City of Palo Alto

Commercial & Multifamily Districts
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1
Existing Regulations 

Prototype
Determine which 

regulations most influence 
development type

2
Comprehensive 
Plan Prototype

Which regulations might 
need to be modified to 
achieve policy goals

3
Zoning Regulation
Recommendations

Form-based code 
within context of 

the Zoning Ordinance

phase 2—
prototypes and 
development 

standards

Identifying Constraints and Testing Prototypes 

3-Step Process
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Palo Alto Zoning Ordinance Update. Testing Prototypes 

Phase 1 Comprehensive Plan Prototypes
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Palo Alto Zoning Ordinance Update. Testing Prototypes 

Phase 2 Prototypes
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Palo Alto Zoning Ordinance Update. Format and Process

Existing/conventional format versus new format
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Palo Alto Zoning Ordinance Update. Format and Process

Sample Code Format: Steps 1 & 2 
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Palo Alto Zoning Ordinance Update. Format and Process

Sample Code Format: Steps 3 & 4 
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Infill Prototype Study for Code Modifications, 
Portland, Oregon
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Infill Prototype Study for Code Modifications, 
Portland, Oregon

protection constant strong theme



Architecture & Urban Design

Infill Prototype Study for Code Modifications, 
Portland, Oregon
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