RANCHO~CORDOVA

Rancho Cordova Residential
Micro Grant Program

What are Residential Micro Grants?

The Residential Micro Grants Program provides funding to support small, one-time
neighborhood projects or activities that bring residents together and strengthen neighborhood
connections in Rancho Cordova. Residents and neighborhood groups are responsible for
proposing, organizing, and implementing the project or activity.

These grants are intended to support grassroots neighborhood ideas that encourage
community participation, build neighborhood pride, and foster stronger relationships among
residents. Projects funded through this program should help neighbors connect, collaborate,
and contribute to the overall quality of life in Rancho Cordova.

Funding Amount
Individuals or groups may apply for:

e Up to two $500 grants per fiscal year
(Fiscal Year : July 1 — June 30)

Why is the City investing in the Residential Micro Grants Program?

Rancho Cordova thrives on engaged residents and creative neighborhood ideas. The
Residential Micro Grants Program supports residents who want to take an active role in
strengthening their neighborhoods.

The program is designed to:
e Encourage neighbors to work together on positive community activities
¢ Inspire creative ideas that enhance neighborhood identity
¢ Build stronger connections between residents
e Support small-scale projects that improve neighborhood quality of life
Residential Micro Grants Program Guidelines
Important Program Requirements

Please review carefully before applying:
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e Funds are reimbursable only. Applicants must pay expenses upfront and submit
documentation for reimbursement.

e Funds are for one-time neighborhood projects or activities only.

e The project or activity must be at no-cost for residents to participate.

e Projects must take place within Rancho Cordova city limits.

e Applicants are responsible for obtaining any necessary approvals, permits, or
permissions for use of neighborhood or public space.

e Projects must provide a clear benefit to the neighborhood and residents.

Eligible applicants include:

¢ Rancho Cordova residents
e Neighborhood associations
e Informal groups of neighbors working together on a community project

Applicants must be proposing a project or activity that supports neighborhood engagement
and improves quality of life for residents.

Allowed Uses of Funds
Examples may include, but are not limited to:

¢ Neighborhood block gatherings or community-building events
e Neighborhood clean-up efforts

¢ Neighborhood art or placemaking projects

e Holiday Celebration activities for neighborhoods

e Activities that encourage neighbors to meet and collaborate

Projects should encourage participation from multiple households within the neighborhood.
Ineligible Uses of Funds
The following are not eligible for funding:

e Retroactive funding for completed projects

e Salaries or personal compensation

e Ongoing operational costs

e Projects that benefit only one individual or household

e Political activities or projects affiliated with political parties
e Fundraising for personal gain

e Religious organizations for religious purposes

¢ Private school groups or activities

e Projects proposed outside of Rancho Cordova City limits
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e Travel expenses for vendors (i.e. airfare, lodging, ground transport)
Review Criteria
Submissions will be reviewed by the city within 30 days, using the following criteria:

e Are City funds currently available?

e Does the project benefit the surrounding neighborhood?

e Does the project encourage participation among neighbors?

e Can the project be completed with the requested grant amount?
e Can the project be completed within the calendar year?

e Does the project take place within Rancho Cordova city limits?

Grants will be awarded on a first-come, first-served basis following City review.
How to Apply

1. Review the Residential Micro Grant Guidelines

2. Complete a Residential Micro Grant Application

3. Provide three letters of support from community members who will be a part of the
project and who live in the project neighborhood

Note: Two applications per person per fiscal year (July 1 — June 30) will be considered.

Ready to apply? Send your completed application and letters of support to
RFontenot@CityofRanchoCordova.gov.
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