PET OWNERSHIP

IN THE CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA

All dogs must remain on a leash not on their property.

A dog loose on public property is a violation. Your dog must be on a leash no greater than eight feet
long while walking on public property. Dogs are never allowed on someone else’s private property unless
the property owner has given consent for the dog to be there. It is very important to make sure your
canine friends are safely contained. RCMC 8.03.0710CA)(1D,(2),(4)

Dogs may not bark incessantly.

There is always a reason a dog barks and it is the responsibility of the dog owner to discover what that
reason is and make behavioral corrections. A pet owner is in violation when their dog has been barking
for at least 10 minutes within a 30-minute period with no more than 30 seconds between sounds.

The Sacramento SPCA offers free advice on barking or whining problems. Check out their website at
sspca.org. RCMC 8.03.010(A)(3)

It is unlawful to keep your dog tied to any stationary object.

You can tether a dog only to perform a short task while you are present with the dog and can respond
instantly should the dog become tangled. Please contact our office to learn about pulley system
tethering as well as proper truck bed containment. California H&S Code 122335
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MISSION STATEMENT

To provide our community with the finest animal services possible,
to promote the humane treatment of all animals through education,
and to eliminate the need for euthanasia of healthy animals.

The City of Rancho Cordova Animal Services (RCAS) is dedicated
to promoting responsible pet ownership within our community
and increasing our community’s standard of animal care through
example, education and application of local and state laws.

Dogs left outdoors need a dog house.

Some dogs spend a good amount of time outside and that is okay! However, it is necessary that the
dog has a structure suitable for getting out of nature’s elements. A large ventilated shaded structure is
needed during the summer and a warm roofed structure is needed for rainy weather. Clean water must
always be available. California Penal Code 597(b)

Every dog & cat that resides in Rancho Cordova must have a Pet License.

All dogs and cats four months and older require a Rancho Cordova pet license within 30 days

of being in Rancho Cordova. The license can be obtained by visiting CityofRanchoCordova.org/
RanchoCordovaOnline. You can apply online, mail in, or in person to: Rancho Cordova Animal Licensing,
2880 Gold Tailings Ct, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670. Thanks to the Community Enhancement and
Investment Fund, there is no charge for pet licenses currently. RCMC 8.06.0710

All dogs and cats must have a valid rabies vaccine.

In addition, the owner must possess the Rabies Certificate. Rabies vaccines cannot be purchased at
feed stores and must be administered by a license veterinarian. This vaccine is highly regulated for
public safety and the animal must be at least 12 weeks old to obtain this vaccine. The city also provides
free vaccine clinics throughout the year. Visit CityofRanchoCordova.com/AnimalServices for more
information. RCMC 8.06.020

Spay and neuter is highly encouraged but not mandatory.

With over 6 million homeless pets entering shelters every year in the US, we must consider the impact
breeding animals has on the community. No one wants their pet’s offspring to enter the shelter, yet so
many do. Altering your pet’s reproduction ability can reduce (and sometimes eliminate) certain cancers,
allowing your pet to live longer and healthier lives. There are vouchers for FREE sterilization to all Rancho
Cordova Residents. No income requirements necessary!

Only four dogs or cats maximum per household.

You can own five pets total when it comes to dogs and cats. No more than four can be of one species
type. Residents may own up to five exotic pets, and up to six hens in appropriately designated zoned
areas. RCMC 23.310.040

Any skin broken from a mammal bite must be reported to Animal Services.

Any dog or cat that has bitten a person and broken the skin will be placed on quarantine and a bite
report must be completed. Also, pets that are bitten or bite wildlife that could carry rabies will also be
placed on quarantine. Most quarantines can be done in the pet’s own home. Even bites from dogs with
current vaccines must be reported. California H&S 121710
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