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Rancho Cordova ATP Program and Policy
Recommendations

March 5, 2026

As part of the Rancho Cordova Active Transportation Plan (ATP), the City is seeking to identify policies, programs, and practices to improve conditions
for residents and visitors who walk and bike in Rancho Cordova. Kittelson reviewed existing policies and programs within the city, county initiatives,
and regional efforts, as well as best practices from other cities and guidance from the League of American Bicyclists’ (LAB) Bike-Friendly America
program. Kittelson also sought input from City staff to assess how the City is implementing existing policies, programs, and practices and to identify
priorities for inclusion in this ATP.

A walk- and bike-friendly Rancho Cordova requires investing in infrastructure as well as ongoing programs that encourage and support more people
to choose sustainable transportation options. To advance the vision and mission of this plan, the City must envision new policy and program initiatives
and expand existing ones. This memo presents recommended programs, policies, and practices. It provides recommendations for new programs,
continuations of existing programs, or expansions of existing programs to encourage active transportation in the city and support the city’s efforts in
becoming a Silver-level cycling community. Recommendations are organized across the following seven categories, each of which are supported by
specific strategies and actions’.

e Coordination and Collaboration
e Evaluation and Planning

e Funding and Implementation

e Operations and Maintenance

e Education and Encouragement

T A strategy is a high-level approach to reach an outcome that works toward larger goals. An action is a specific step that advances the strategy.
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e Supporting Infrastructure and Amenities

e Emerging Technologies and Innovation

The following program and policy recommendations are based on feedback from City staff as well as guidance from the plan development team, and
input from the public received online and through in-person engagement. These strategies and their actions will guide the work of the City’s active
transportation programs and activities and complement the infrastructure recommendations.

Coordination and Collaboration

External agency
partners

School districts

Establish protocols and procedures for coordination of active transportation projects
with external agency partners to define how various organizations will work together
on specific projects or initiatives. Utilize existing regional channels to coordinate
bicycle and pedestrian improvement projects that abut or intersect jurisdictional
boundaries.

Where projects cross or intersect with jurisdictional boundaries, partner with
neighboring jurisdictions to share in project development and financing. Ensure the
reciprocal funding agreement in place with County of Sacramento includes active
transportation projects.

Seek opportunities to work with US Bureau of Reclamation, Sacramento Regional
Transit (SacRT), and other property owners that currently have, or could have, trails
within their right-of-way to increase access and maintenance.

Conduct ongoing regional coordination of bicycle facilities to ensure network
connectivity and cohesion across municipal boundaries. Leverage forums created by
SACOG for bicycle and pedestrian planning activities throughout the region.

Work with school districts to follow the lead of Elk Grove Unified School District and
designate a district staff person who is responsible for coordinating issues related to
school active transportation connectivity and Safe Routes to School.

e Deliver and Maintain

e Safety First
e Deliver and Maintain
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Transit e Coordinate with Sacramento Regional Transit (SacRT) to implement improvements

Safety First
identified in the SacRT Bus Stop Improvement Plan to develop high quality and e Deliver and Maintain
accessible transit stops as well as connections to them.

e Coordinate with SacRT to implement supporting policies, such as investing in well-
maintained and connected sidewalks and bike lanes, establishing micro-mobility hubs
near transit stops, and providing secure bike parking at transit stations.

e Coordinate with SacRT on upcoming Safe Routes to Transit Plan and Mobility Hubs
Study.

e  Work with SacRT to review and update established standards for transit stop amenities
and design, including presence and placement of bike racks and benches to ensure
they reflect current best practices. Work with SacRT to upgrade transit stop amenities
to those standards.

Emergency e Continue coordinating with police and fire during project development to ensure the e Deliver and Maintain
responders need for quality active transportation facilities is balanced with provision of adequate

access for emergency responders.
Cordova e Coordinate with Cordova Recreation and Park District (CRPD) to provide new and e Deliver and Maintain
Recreation and enhanced park access opportunities, including investing in well-maintained and
Park District connected sidewalks and bike lanes and providing secure bike parking at trailheads

and parks.

e Initiate a process for early review of sites for transportation opportunities.

e Coordinate and align on design standards for active transportation projects.

e Coordinate on an approach to providing and maintaining amenities along trails such
as trash cans, restrooms, water fountains, and bike racks.

Advocacy groups e Support efforts to establish a representative group of advocates with bylaws that e Healthy and
and community- ensure the group reflects the diversity of local walkers and bikers. Partner with existing Sustainable
based advocacy groups and community-based organizations with similar goals to increase

organizations awareness of, and build support for, active transportation projects.
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Developers

Micromobility
partners

Evaluation and Planning

Coordinate with developers to advance completion of pedestrian and bicycle

connections. The City should consider how easements can be developed for the use of

paths on private property as part of the development review process. Develop
language for implementing easements and private property paths and highlight
opportunities that new development provides to create active transportation
connections. Future developments should identify how and when trails can be
implemented to complete connections with existing neighborhoods and across
barriers. Future development sites should be evaluated to include or contribute to
crossings that provide better linkages along and across the street.

Ensure cross-departmental coordination when implementing Conditions of Approval
for projects adjacent and abutting future bicycle and pedestrian connections.
Formulate partnerships to advance implementation of innovative, ambitious, and
scalable pilots, such as micromobility services and mobility hubs.
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e Deliver and Maintain

e Deliver and Maintain

Complete Streets

Develop and adopt a Complete Streets policy, resolution, or ordinance to ensure
people who are walking, biking, rolling, and taking transit are safely accommodated
within the transportation network.

Develop a Complete Streets Design Guide as a resource and tool to pull standards,
guidelines, and best practices into one place. Develop illustrations or renderings
showing how complete street elements can be incorporated into city streets.
Identify roadway corridor segments that would benefit from Complete Streets
design treatments, such as protected bike lanes, traffic calming, ADA

Safety First

Healthy and Sustainable
Joyful Choices

Deliver and Maintain
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Development
standards, site
plan review, and
traffic impact
studies

Spatial database

Data collection

improvements, and/or landscaping, and increase comfortability for people walking
and biking.

e Incorporate projects identified in this plan into the development review processes.
Develop clear direction for implementing active transportation projects.

e Prepare a development review checklist for all new or redevelopment projects that
ensures consistency with the goals, policies, and actions of the ATP.

e Develop template language for implementing easements and private property
paths.

e Reduce or eliminate requirements to provide a minimum number of off-street
parking spaces in new development projects and establish maximum parking
allowances for new development. With fewer easily accessible parking options,
people are more likely to consider walking or cycling for short and even some
longer trips.

e Ensure that local traffic analyses address safety and comfort of people walking and
biking and include the collection of multimodal traffic counts.

e Continue to develop and maintain a spatial database and inventory of active
transportation infrastructure and amenities, such as bike lane presence and width,
sidewalk presence and width, curb ramps, crossing and traffic calming treatments,
signals with bike detection, traffic signals with ADA supportive technology, and bike
parking. This database could be used to support analysis, including pedestrian and
bicycle level of traffic stress, as well as calculate network statistics, such as the miles
of separated bikeways in the city.

e Develop a data collection plan and standard operating procedures for collection of
(1) vehicle speed survey data, especially along priority locations, such as streets
near schools, and (2) pedestrian and bicycle counts, especially at activity centers
and other priority locations.

Safety First
Deliver and Maintain

Deliver and Maintain

Safety First
Healthy and Sustainable
Deliver and Maintain
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Community o
engagement

Bicycle Friendly o
Community and
Businesses

Collect annual pedestrian and bicycle counts at consistent locations to track travel
behavior changes.

Install permanent counters at suitable locations, such as high-traffic multi-use
paths, busy on-street bike lanes, intersections with high pedestrian and bicycle
activity, school routes, and recreational areas.

Conduct before-and-after project counts to assess the impact of active
transportation projects.

Collect and track pedestrian and bicyclist crash data and near misses and conduct a
periodic review of active transportation collisions and trends. Crash data could be
obtained from police records and the Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System
(SWITRS) or Transportation Injury Mapping System (TIMS) databases. The SafeTREC
Street Story mapping portal (https://streetstory.berkeley.edu/city/rancho-cordova)
to enable and encourage residents to provide information on near-misses and
other safety information that would otherwise not be included in regularly-
reported safety reports and statistics.

Broaden public involvement efforts related to active transportation plans and e Healthy and Sustainable
projects and seek to engage the community and solicit feedback on an ongoing e Joyful Choices
basis, for example with regular (bi-annual) active transportation workshops and a

written pamphlet that reports planning and implementing progress for active

transportation projects in the city. Post the newsletter online, through social media

channels, and provide a subscription option to facilitate distribution of information

to interested community members.

Consider steps to achieve League of American Bicyclists Silver Standard, such as e Healthy and Sustainable
dedicating at least one full-time, active transportation staff member per 70,000 e Deliver and Maintain
residents; incorporating bicycle safety education as a routine part of education for e Joyful Choices

students of all ages; increase the amount of high quality bicycle parking; work with
local employers to support the region’s May is Bike Month events; and create an
official advisory committee. Formally tracking the Bicycle Friendly Community
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Monitoring and
evaluation

metrics and re-applying to the program helps communities evaluate their progress

improving bicycle facilities, programs, and policies over time.

Encourage local businesses to be recognized as Bicycle Friendly Businesses through

the League of American Bicyclists by providing clear information that outlines the

steps for achieving certification, emphasizing the benefits of increased visibility and

recognition to potentially attract new customers, and publicly recognizing certified

businesses, for example identifying them on a citywide bike network map.

Prepare an annual progress report on planning and implementation of active e Healthy and Sustainable
transportation projects in the city. An annual “active transportation report card” e Deliver and Maintain
assesses the City's progress towards Plan goals and objectives and project and

program implementation. Commonly used metrics include mode share, project

implementation, network statistics, and program-related statistics.

Climate resiliency

Consider including tree canopy/shade coverage and stormwater infrastructure e Healthy and Sustainable
improvements along sidewalk, bikeway, and/or transit stop projects to increase e Deliver and Maintain
climate resiliency from rainstorms and the Urban Heat Island effect.
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Funding and Implementation

Capital
Improvement
Program &
Transportation
Development
Impact Fee

Strategies for
funding

Staffing

Quick-build and
rapid
implementation

Construction work

zones

Add priority projects identified in this plan to the Capital Improvement Program
(CIP).

As part of the Transportation Development Impact Fee (TDIF) update, add
appropriate projects to the TDIF list.

Require easements at all grade-separated crossings to reserve space at these

locations for the projects to be completed by either the developer or the City in the

future.

Continue to seek grant opportunities to fund bike and pedestrian projects

Work with partner agencies like CRPD and SacRT in the grant applications and
project delivery.

Leverage funding streams like local sales tax measures, levies, and general fund
dollars to fund projects and programs.

Hire a dedicated active transportation coordinator.

Hire a dedicated safe routes to school coordinator.

Develop strategies for rapid network implementation and interim, or quick-build,
design treatments.

Utilize a quick-build approach, focusing on paint and lower cost infrastructure
modifications to implement near-term treatments that improve safety outcomes
for people walking and biking.

Conduct demonstration projects to evaluate and build support for permanent
infrastructure.

Create guidance for and require accommodation of pedestrians and bicyclists
through construction zones.

Deliver and Maintain

Deliver and Maintain

Deliver and Maintain
Safety First

Healthy and Sustainable
Joyful Choices

Safety First
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Operations and Maintenance

Speed limits o Utilize flexibility created through the passage of Assembly Bill (AB) 43 to set safe
speed limits in key areas within the city. The City should implement changes
authorized in AB 43 and utilize guidance outlined in City Limits from the
National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) to reduce default
speed limits (1) on streets designated as safety corridors or high injury corridors
(streets that have the highest number of fatalities and serious injuries); (2) in
designated slow zones; and (3) on other designated corridors using a safe speed
study.

Intersections e Proactively educate and enforce daylighting law and paint red curbs at marked
and unmarked crosswalks. California's “daylighting law," also known as
Assembly Bill 413 (AB 413), prohibits parking within 20 feet of any marked or
unmarked crosswalk on the approach side of the street. The law aims to improve

Safety First

Safety First
Deliver and Maintain

safety by increasing visibility for drivers and pedestrians at intersections. For
crosswalks with curb extensions, the distance is reduced to 15 feet. Beyond
daylighting, the City will work with the Rancho Cordova Police Department to
support targeted enforcement of traffic laws in high-conflict areas, particularly
near schools, parks, and marked crossings, to address speeding and failure to
yield to pedestrians.

Traffic signals e Develop policy and guidance for modifications to traffic signal operations, Safety First
including implementing leading pedestrian intervals, providing automatic recall, e Deliver and Maintain
installing accessible pedestrian signals, implementing no right turn on red,
implementing protected-only left-turn phases, and implementing “green wave”
treatments on select bicycle network corridors.

e Projects must evaluate potential locations for no right turn on red restrictions,
which are often implemented at locations with significant pedestrian or bicycle

volumes, and where conflicts are known to occur.
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Maintenance
standards

Establish, update, and implement maintenance policies and standards for active
transportation facilities on City right-of-way, including allocating budget and
setting a schedule and priorities for routine maintenance, including restriping,
sweeping, and vegetation clearance.

Monitor and respond to issues on the network reported by the public through
Rancho Cordova Connect, social media account, regular meetings, or other
methods.

Coordinate an effort with CRPD and Sacramento County to streamline
maintenance and seek efficiencies including evaluation of properties and
maintenance responsibilities.

Coordinate with CRPD to establish clear and adequate maintenance
responsibilities for public sidewalks.

Consider the establishment of a trails maintenance group meeting to coordinate
maintenance needs including sweeping, lighting, trail closures, and debris and
graffiti abatement.

Coordinate with waste management providers to maintain an unobstructed
travel lane for bicyclists and pedestrians by regulating the placement of
garbage, recycling, and compost bins. Garbage bins must not be placed in
designated bike lanes, sidewalks, or crosswalks at any time. Bins must be placed
no earlier than 24 hours before collection and removed within 12 hours after
collection.

Coordinate with the City's street sweeping program to maintain clear, usable
bike lanes and and separated bikeways. This includes aligning street sweeping
schedules to prioritize bicycle corridors, providing more frequent sweeping in
high-debris areas, and posting clear signage with sweeping days/times.
Evaluate the need for expanding street sweeping services onto commercial and
industrial streets. Currently the City only collects street sweeping fees from

e Safety First
e Healthy and Sustainable
e Deliver and Maintain

10
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ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Topic Area Recommended Strategies and Actions Plan Goal

residential properties; therefore, only streets with adjacent residential land uses
receive street sweeping. This leaves key bikeways unswept.

e Seek to add a mini street sweeper to the fleet of street sweeping vehicles to
properly maintain the growing number of miles of separated bikeways.

11
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Education and Encouragement

Capacity building Build a culture of continuous improvement in knowledge, education, and

Healthy and Sustainable

communications that advance transportation options through strong leadership

commitment and funding of opportunities for staff training and capacity

building, including professional memberships and participation in conferences,

webinars, and trainings.

Expand bicycle education efforts in partnership with 50 Corridor TMA, Bike Lab, e Healthy and Sustainable

classes Sacramento Area Bike Advocates (SABA), and Folsom Cordova Community
Partnership to reach adults, especially women, older adults, and under-
represented groups and non-English speakers.

e Offer bicycle-friendly training to drivers, particularly commercial drivers and fleet

operators (such as delivery drivers).

Skills and safety

Joyful Choices

e Continue and expand bicycle rodeo program and partner with advocacy groups
and bike-related businesses to offer learn to ride classes, bike clinics,
maintenance classes, and summer camps focused on bike skills.

e Ensure materials and instruction are offered in multiple languages and formats
accessible to people with limited internet access or digital literacy.

Safe routes to e Pursue a comprehensive Safe Routes to School Program in partnership with e Safety First
school school districts, 50 Corridor TMA, Bike Lab and SABA that provides pedestrian e Healthy and Sustainable
education, bicycle education, parent/guardian-focused educational activities, Joyful Choices

student travel tallies, walk audits and street design recommendations, and
digital media campaigns. The program should also include driver behavior
education and targeted enforcement coordination near school zones, including
safe drop-off and pick-up protocols, in coordination with the Rancho Cordova
Police Department.

e Identify and pursue funding to establish and promote the Safe Routes to School
Program.

12
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e Coordinate with school districts and the 50 Corridor TMA and encourage all
Rancho Cordova schools to participate in the Safe Routes to School Program.

e Prioritize traffic calming around schools

e Update the Rancho Cordova Safe Routes to School Plan (2020). Include school
safety walking audits and site evaluations for all schools.

e Prioritize outreach to schools serving low-income communities and ensure
engagement materials are translated and accessible to families with diverse
communication needs.

Promotional e Pursue funding to implement a Street Smart or Share the Road outreach e Safety First
campaigns campaign focused on reducing injuries and deaths and promoting safe e Healthy and Sustainable
behaviors among drivers, pedestrians, and bicyclists. The campaigns would e Joyful Choices

include ongoing public education, seasonal messaging and outreach.

e Host launch parties or ribbon cuttings for priority projects.

e Support events or efforts that celebrate active transportation such as open
streets events (Cicladova), asphalt art, walking and biking school buses.

e Actively promote the League of American Bicyclists’ Bicycle Friendly Business or
Bicycle Friendly University program.

e Regularly celebrate bicycle events such as May is Bike Month, , bike to work
days, walk and roll to school days, bike races and triathlons, and car-free days.

e Continue to promote walking and biking in the City’'s newsletter.

e  Work with school districts to educate parents and students about safe practices
for student drop-off and pick-up at school times.

Encouragement e Implement community-wide bicycle encouragement programs such as bicycle e Joyful Choices
programs or e-bike incentive subsidy or rebate program, or a “try-a-bike” lending

program.
Enforcement e Support and encourage additional training for law enforcement on bicycle- e Safety First

related traffic laws. Healthy and Sustainable

13



City of Rancho Cordova | Active Transportation Plan
Program and Policy Recommendations | March 2024

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Topic Area Recommended Strategies and Actions Plan Goal

¢ Implement the bike ticket diversion program, a program that requires a class e Joyful Choices
taught by a trained cycling instructor instead of a fine or other punishment
e Eliminate policies and ordinances or enforcement practices that place
restrictions on bicyclists and criminalize aspects of walking and biking, such as
the ban on sidewalk riding.
e Coordinate with police and code enforcement to enforce local or statewide
traffic ordinances or laws designed to improve bicyclists’ safety, such as
penalties for parking in bike lanes, safe passing distance law, and speed
enforcement along corridors with bike lanes.

14
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Supporting Infrastructure and Amenities

Bike parking and e Establish a funded bike parking program incorporating the items below: e Healthy and Sustainable
amenities e Conduct an inventory of bicycle parking and end-of-trip facilities. e Deliver and Maintain
e Increase high-quality bicycle parking, especially near major activity
centers and transit.
e Consider adding or improving bicycle parking and other bicycle
amenities, such as maintenance stations, in parks, at trailheads, at
community centers, and in high travel areas.
e Update the City's bike parking ordinance for existing and new
developments requiring short-term and long-term bicycle parking that
accommodates various types of bicycles (cargo bicycles, adaptive bicycles,
recumbents, tricycles, tandems, non-standard cycles) and address the
need for facilities to recharge electric assist bicycles.
o Create a system to allow residents to request the installation of a new
public bike rack.
e Establish or adopt bicycle parking design standards outlining minimum
requirements for the quality, security, location, and design of bike
parking. Standards should include guidance for inspectors on evaluating
bike parking installations for compliance with design and safety
requirements, informed by the Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle
Professionals (APBP) Essentials of Bike Parking.
Signals & e Favor protected intersections over conventional design, particularly along o Safety First
Intersections the core bikeway route. e Deliver and Maintain
e Prefer the use of pedestrian signals over HAWK beacons.
e When installing RRFBs, evaluate the nearby street lights and consider the
use of overhead pedestrian lights that illuminate the crosswalk with the
RRFB beacons.

15
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Wayfinding

Recreational
facilities

Transportation
demand
management

Accessible
pedestrian
infrastructure

Develop an active transportation wayfinding plan and install wayfinding
throughout the city.

Ensure wayfinding signage is accessible for all users, including those with
visual, cognitive, or mobility impairments (e.g., appropriate font size,
contrast, and mounting height).

Include wayfinding signs as part of the conditions of approval when
developers build trails as part of new or redevelopment.

Work with CRPD and Sacramento County to include wayfinding signs in,
and to, parks and trailheads.

Support construction of recreational or educational bicycling facilities
such as a pump track, BMX track, bicycle-accessible skate park, signed
loop routes, or permanent Safety Town or Traffic Garden.

Expand on the partnership with the 50 Corridor TMA in implementing a
citywide transportation demand management (TDM) program to support
additional transportation options, incentives to choose sustainable
modes, and supplemental infrastructure improvements identified in this
plan.

Encourage development projects, major employers, and schools to
become members of the 50 Corridor TMA and participate in their trip
reduction programs.

Ensure all pedestrian infrastructure improvements, including sidewalks,
curb ramps, benches, and crosswalks, follow ADA standards and universal
design principles to accommodate all users, including older adults and
people with disabilities.

Include pedestrian scale lighting in appropriate active transportation
projects.

Adopt the use of directional ADA curb ramps at all corners

e Healthy and Sustainable
e Joyful Choices
e Deliver and Maintain

e Joyful Choices

e Healthy and Sustainable

o Safety First

e Healthy and Sustainable
e Joyful Choices

e Deliver and Maintain

16
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Emerging Technologies and Innovation

Electric bicycles o

Micromobility and o
mobility hubs

Develop policy for the use of e-bikes and e-scooters on all bikeways and e Safety First
sidewalks, and conduct public safety, education, and outreach campaigns e Joyful Choices
to raise awareness of proper etiquette. As a near-term action, the City will e Deliver and Maintain

survey existing e-bike and e-scooter usage patterns on key corridors and
routes, and develop draft policy language for Council consideration within
two years.

Encourage and support regional policies and education campaigns to
have a united message for the region.

Develop an education program curriculum for educating students of
various age groups on the laws and safety skills necessary pertaining to e-
bikes and e-scooters.

When designing shared use paths, consider additional width where
possible and a minimum paved width of 14-feet for regional trails and 12-
feet for local trails to accommodate for the speed differentials of different
path users.

When designing separated bikeways, consider additional width to
accommodate for the speed differentials of different bikeway users and
modes, including electric bicycles or mobility devices.

Develop flexible policies to support development of emerging o Safety First
technologies and alternative modes of transportation, such as e Healthy and Sustainable
micromobility-share services. e Joyful Choices

Partner with universities, research organizations, or mobility startups to e Deliver and Maintain

pilot new technologies, evaluate outcomes, and inform data-driven
decision making for shared micromobility, mobility hubs, or first/last mile
solutions.

17



